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Property Ownership
and Rights

Land can be held in a number of different forms of ownership and
can be subject to a myriad of rights and restrictions. A surveyor
is a land professional who understands the rights associated with
your property and can therefore help eliminate any confusion.

What form of ownership do | have?
Your land may be owned in a freehold (the most common), cross-
lease or unit title, or it may be leased for a fixed period of time.

What other rights are associated with my land?
There may be easements over or in favour of the land
The public may have a right of access along a ‘paper’ road or
the edge of a river, lake or the sea
The property may enjoy riparian rights along a natural
water boundary
The use of part of the property may be restricted by a covenant
or consent notice

Where are these rights located?

A surveyor can interpret the land records, provide advice and
translate the associated rights onto the ground — where it
matters most.

Unlocking the Potential

Understanding the extent and type of rights associated with your
land is important in utilising it to its full potential, and in determining
how to make any necessary changes to those rights.

For more information contact an NZIS member
New Zealand Institute of Surveyors (NZIS)
Web Page: www.surveyors.org.nz



